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my thoughts as | sit and reflect on the past year. 2010 marked a major milestone for us
and our community with the completion of Project Build -A-Fort. Reflections from this
W\%n We are a CARF past year have been filled with a magnitude of energy that is difficult to describe. We
(er accredited centre have transitioned from seeing children scurrying throughout our tight quarters to now
W being able to spread their wings in all of our new and expanded space! The constant
pounding of hammers and sounds of construction that were once a part of our everyday
lives as our building took shape are now just memories. We moved into Project Build -A-
Fot entirely in August and have worked very hard th

and developing our sense of community within our new building. There was an over-

whel ming sense of fiawed as we struggled with how
adjust to not seeing our colleagues all day due to our offices being so far apart! The ini-

tial feelings as we moved in were, Aithis building
space it became very apparent that filling it up was not going to be as challenging as we

once thought.

In October the CDC hosted a Project Build -A-Fort Sponsorship Recognition and a Com-
munity Barbecue to celebrate the opening of our new cen-
tre. It has been a vibrant couple of years with planning,
developing, working through challenges, and ultimately
celebrating the success of all the hard work of our commu-
nity, sponsors, board of directors, volunteers, and staff. |
cannot thank Fort St. John enough for allowing me to be a
piece of such an amazing community project.
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Community Grand Opening
6Waiting patient | yAthough we have a new building, the Child Development

Centreds philosophy and values remai
family and community remain central to our programs and services. As we look forward

to the New Year, we will be focusing on providing the best services possible to the chil-

dren and families of our community. We will be examining new ways to provide existing

services and exploring opportunities for other programs. The need for early childhood

development services in this community continues to be pressured with young families

so prevalent and active with their children.

In closing | would like to continue to invite you to visit the Child Development Centre if
you have not yet seen Project Build -A-Fort. The sounds of the children in all
their efforts and the achievements we see on a daily basis truly makes the

CDC the best place to be.

From Penny Gagnon, Exec
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2010 -11 CDC Board of Directors

On behalf of the Board of
Directors of the Child De-
velopment Centre, | would
like to wish everyone a
healthy and prosperous
New Year. 2011 is going
to be an exciting year!
The building and renova-
tions are complete and
the board is looking for-
ward to focusing on the
many projects we put
aside while our attention
was on the construction.
During our first meeting of
the New Year, we were
pleased to be able to lay
out our goals for the com-
ing year. Within the next
few months we will be
rewriting our Strategic
Plan. This is something
we only do every three
years but is so important

since we use this plan to
help us focus and set spe-
cific priorities.

Surprisingly, this is my 4
year on the Board and my
3" as President. | joined
the board as | believe the
Child Development Center
is a very important part of
our community. It is a
place of reassurance, re-
source, support and
growth for the families of
Fort St. John and area.
Over the past few years
we have had a very con-
sistent Board of Directors.
This year however, a few
board members had to
step down from their posi-
tions. | would like to
thank Darcy Wheeler, An-
gela Kosick, and Kelly Bal-

lard for their time serving

on the board. Their
knowledge and experience
will be missed! If you are

interested in joining the

board we are always look-
ing for new members. We
meet the third Monday of
each month. We provide
childminding if needed
and try our hardest to
keep our meeting under 2

hours!

If you have any questions
please feel free to contact
me, at 250 785 5508 or
dsstew71@gmail.com

CDC Brouhaha

Shannon Stewatrt,
President

Christine Whitford,
Vice -President

Dayna Ross,
Treasurer/Secretary

Andy Ackerman,

Director

Jennifer Szoo,
Director

Lisa Pomeroy,
Director

Dr. Richard Moody,
Medical Director

One of the highlights of our building
expansion has definitely been the
opening of the Rotary Play Centre. It
is so awesome to see so many young
families streaming through our doors
to go play, learn and grow together
within the new program. In less than

30 days after opening, 101 unique
children had attended our Rotary Play
Centre! One of the needs that this
program was aiming to meet within
our community was to decrease isola-
tion amongst young parents and pro-
vide a welcoming environment that

Rotary Play Centre News

allowed them to connect with their
peers and get out of the house during
the long winter months. It is beyond
exciting to see that vision come to
fruition. The Rotary Play Centre pro-

In less than 30 days, 101 unique

children had attended our Rotary
Play Centre!

gram is based upon the strong start
model with a special emphasis on tod-
dlers 18 to 36 months. The program
is open to children birth to 5 years to

share and
enjoy with
their parent/caregiver. Unique to us,
is our specialized infant spaces that
are designed especially for the enjoy-
ment and safety of infants. If you
have yet to experience our Rotary
Play Centre, we invite you to come
and enjoy this wonderful new space/
program. The Rotary Play Centre is
open Monday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day 9:00am to 12:00pm and Tues-
day, Friday 12:30pm to 3:30pm.
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Our Life in Pictures

When |
grow up,
[
my own
TV Show

Welcome to Hilary Begin our new
Speech -Language Pathologist.

ha

Hilary grew up in Kitimat, BC where she re-
mained until she moved to Victoria for her
undergraduate degree at UVic. During this
time she lived in Thailand for 6 months Dan Hannaford,
where she worked on continuing her studies OT Practicum Student
by correspondence. After she graduated from
UVic with a Bachelor of Science in Linguis-
tics she went to UBC for her Masters in
Speech -Language Pathology.

Soo00 gushy,
I love it!

She is a most welcome member of our
CDC team, welcome Hilary!

Just call me
6 Mi ss

New friends & Play -doh ...
Life is good at the Rotary
Play Centre.

St ea

Oh my, that poor
gingerbread man

Well, we  almost
made it!

Staff Therapy

Project Build -A-Fort Grand Opening Celebrations

October 2010 brought a buzz of excitement and activity as we celebrated with
our amazing community the grand opening of Project Build -A-Fort. It still amazes us as we
enter our new doors each morning, the ongoing commitment that our community has
shown us through their monetary commitment and support. More than 1600 individual and
businesses have made financial contributions to see Project Build -A-Fort come to comple-
tion. It was an honor to tour neighbors, donors, families and dignitaries around the space

that a whole community built. Our next endeavor, to see the CDC become mortgage free!
Neighbors of the CDC enjoying
the community Grand Opening
BBQ on October 22, 2010




